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EVENING WORSHIP

The Sermon      "The Crescendo of Unbelief" (Ezekiel 12.21-13.23) ........,............................................................................ Hal Pritchard

The Prelude .................................................................................................................................................................... Prepare your heart for worship

Baptist  Hymnal No. 44 ................................................................................................................................................... "For the Beauty of the Earth"

Baptist Hymnal No. 478 ............................................................................................................................................................................ "Seek Ye First"

The Pastoral Prayer ............................................................................................................................................................................................ Pastor Winn

A Time of Reflection Upon the Word Preached

Baptist Hymnal No. 576 ............................................................................................................................................. "Take the Name of Jesus with You"

The Benediction ................................................................................................................................................................................................... Pastor Winn

The Postlude

MORNING WORSHIP

The Sermon          "He is Risen Indeed" (Mark 16:12-14) .................................................................................................................. Pastor Winn

The Reading of the Word        Jeremiah 31:31-40 ............................................................................................................................... Hal Pritchard

Thomas Winn         Elder/Pastor

The Prelude .................................................................................................................................................................... Prepare your heart for worship

The Call to Worship ..................................................................................................................................................................................... Chris Kimbrell

Trinity Hymnal  No. 20 ........................................................................................................................................ "Give to Our God Immortal Praise"

The Prayer of Confession and Praise ........................................................................................................................................................  Hal Pritchard

Trinity Hymnal No. 421 .............................................................................................................................................................................. "Rock of Ages"

Trinity Hymnal No. 80 ....................................................................................................................................................... "How Firm a Foundation"

Trinity Hymnal No. 710 ....................................................................................................................................................... "I Need Thee Every Hour"

The Pastoral Prayer ........................................................................................................................................................................................... Pastor Winn

A Time of Reflection Upon the Word Preached

Trinity Hymnal No. 370  .............................................................................................................................................. "We Have Heard the Joyful Sound"

The Benediction ................................................................................................................................................................................................ Hal Pritchard

The Postlude
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Dr. Joseph Pipa

COMMENTARY

One of the great mistakes Christians make with 
regards to the Christian Sabbath is viewing it as a 
prison or hindrance. In fact, God has given it to us to 
bless us. In Isaiah 58:14, God promises three things 
in connection with the faithful observance of his day: 
increased delight in him, spiritual victory, and great 
delight in what we have in Christ Jesus. The Puritans 
viewed the Lord’s Day as ‘the market day for the soul’ 
- a day for special dealings with God. God allows us 
to set aside our regular responsibilities in order to 
devote ourselves to the pleasures of his day. Therefore, 
the purpose of the fourth commandment is to free us 
for the purposes of the day. We are to refrain from 
our work, recreations, and unnecessary conversation 
about those things so as to devote ourselves to God’s 
pleasures. The Westminster Confession summarizes 
the practices: This Sabbath is then kept holy unto the 
Lord, when men, after a due preparing of their hearts, 
and ordering of their common affairs beforehand, do 
not only observe an holy rest, all the day, from their 
own works, words, and thoughts about their worldly 
employment and recreations, but also are taken up, 
the whole time, in the public and private exercises 
of his worship, and in duties of necessity and mercy 
(21.8).
The chief work of the day and its bookends are the 
morning and evening public worship service. God 
gives us a whole day so that we may prepare, worship, 
and reflect. Public worship is God’s chief means of 
grace and the time of greatest communion with him.
What do we do, however, with the remainder of 
the day? We have about sixteen hours of time on 
Sundays. On an average, we will spend about six 
hours in getting ready for public worship, travelling 
to and from, and attending worship and Sunday 
School. After meals, including preparation and 
clean-up, we still have six or seven hours. How do 
we use this time? We should begin the day like each 

day in private Bible reading, meditation, and prayer. 
After each service, either in the car driving home or 
during the meal, review the sermon. After the noon 
meal, take advantage of the more relaxed schedule to 
have extended family worship. During the remainder 
of the afternoon and evening after the service, take 
advantage of catching up on Bible reading and prayer 
as well as reading good Christian books. If you teach 
a Bible or Sunday School class, take some time to 
work on your lesson. Occasionally visit a shut-in or 
in the nursing home. If you are an elder and you have 
difficulty making an elder’s visit during the week, 
perhaps you can make it on Sunday afternoon. It is 
also a good time to have others over for fellowship 
or ministry. We also are to make the day a delight 
for our children. Too often, we have not made the 
day a pleasure for them. We begin by teaching them 
about the purpose and blessings of the day. Too often 
we do them a disservice by forbidding them to do 
things they do the other six days but providing little 
or nothing in place of these activities. When they are 
young, in addition to teaching them the Bible and 
catechism, we should read to them; it is also good 
for older children to read to the younger (it is always 
profitable for the entire family to read together). We 
also must give them opportunities to burn off some 
energy; going for walks and talking about Christian 
experience and God’s work in our lives, taking them 
to visit in nursing homes, or letting them reflect 
on a Bible story are all opportunities to do so. 
One problem I see today is parents who have good 
convictions about keeping the Lord’s Day but do not 
really structure the day for their children. Although 
they do not play in the neighborhood or participate 
in organized sports on the Sabbath, they allow them 
to go outside to play. In the final analysis, the day 
apart from public worship is not that different from 
the other six. We need to be more diligent in helping 
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them to keep the day. A final thought is that the Lord’s 
Day is not to become a burden. Many of us will need 
a nap. We are not to spend the day in idleness, but 

napping can be an act of necessity and mercy. May 
God bless you as you seek to keep his day holy.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
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Bible Buddies and Bible Drill will meet this afternoon at 4:45 pm and Children's Choir and 1st-6th Grade 
Choir will meet at 5:30pm.

The annual Men’s Retreat at Bethlehem Baptist Church in Laurel will be March 5th-6th. All men and their 
sons are encourage to attend.  Please mark your calendars.  

Canned soup, broth, and crackers


